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quickly approaching. The 

Department is reviewing 

our plans and preparations 

and I encourage each of 

you to take the time now to 

review your family’s plan. 

Don’t wait until there is a 

storm heading our way to 

decide where your family 

will seek refuge. Be sure 

and include your pets in 

these plans as well. 

The Eighth Annual Police 

Memorial Day Ceremony 

will be held this next Mon-

day at the Solomon Ortiz 

Center Outdoor Pavilion. 

Please join us as we re-

member those who have 

made the ultimate sacrifice. 

 

Happy Mothers Day 

 

Chief of Police 

Floyd Simpson 

The training on Emotional Survival 

by Dr. Gilmartin was well received 

with 336 department employees 

and spouses attending. Please take 

some tips for a healthy lifestyle 

from this training and implement 

them into your life. I thank the 

Police Foundation for sponsoring 

this event. 

The Buc Days parade went well 

considering there was an estimated 

100,000 spectators. Thanks to all 

the officers that worked this event. 

Great job also to all involved in the 

investigation and quick arrest of a 

suspect in the Capitan Street Homi-

cide.  Violent crime is down 4.4 

percent this year and DWI arrests 

are up thirty percent. Keep up the 

good work. 

We took a major step this last 

month in documenting our depart-

ment history with the taking of 

official department photographs. 

For those that were out of town we 

will be arranging a 

makeup session. This is 

just one step towards the 

department yearbook. The 

vision for this yearbook is 

to document the Corpus 

Christi Police Department 

from its inception. The 

finished product will be a 

memento you will be able 

to look back on as the 

years pass. 

Hurricane season is 

The Coastal Bend Council of Governments and 

the Corpus Christi Police Department delivered a 

presentation to the Club Estates Elementary 

students on April 24th. Bea Gabrillo from the CBCG 

hosted the event. Senior Officer Jose Flores (lower 

right picture) and Crime Prevention Advisor Jonie 

Petita explained when and how to call 911. Senior 

Officer Daniel Sotello (right) explained S.W.A.T. and 

the importance of Lockdown drills.  
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Senior Officer 

Daniel Sotello 

spends much 

of his time 

volunteering at 

Club Estates 



Five Corpus Christi Police Motorcycle Officers who are assigned to the Traffic Safety 

Section traveled to Grand Prairie, TX to compete in the 2014 JWA Police Motorcycle 

Skills and Competition Rodeo the week of April 21st. Our Officers who represented 

the Corpus Christi Police Department were Lt. I. Soza; Senior Officers J. Elliott; L. 

Lopez, R. Nunez; and T. Cabello. City, county, and state agencies from Arkansas, 

Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, and Texas attended the event. A total of 110 

competitors were on hand to demonstrate their motor skills in hopes to be the 

best. The event consisted of three days of extensive training and two days of 

competition. A total of 9 trophies were awarded to our Officers which speaks highly 

of our motorcycle unit. The following are the results from our officers: Cabello - 1st 

place Division 3 Expert Main Competition, 1st place Eliminator Course, 2nd place 4 

Man Race, 3rd place Challenge Run, and 3rd place Mr. Rodeo. Nunez - 1st place 

Division 3 Novice. Soza - 2nd place Division 3 novice. Elliott - 6th place Division 2 

novice. Lopez - 7th place Division 2 novice. "These officers did an outstanding job 

in placing CCPD on the competitive market and bringing home this hardware", Lt. 

Soza said. "There is a lot of talent in this unit. My goal is to exploit those talents 

and continue to train hard with the continued support from our administration." Lt. 

Soza said that there will be other motorcycle rodeos they plan to attend but always 

places his priority first in the department’s needs and mission. 

A Corpus Christi Police Department Bomb Technician brought the idea of hosting an 

egg hunt for visually impaired children in which they hunt eggs that give out an electronic 

beep. The Bomb Technician teamed up with the South Texas Lighthouse for the Blind 

and hosted the event for visually impaired children at Buc Stadium on April 13th. Many 

of the children and teenagers had never before participated in such an activity and the 

event was considered a big success! 

 Anyone interested in helping or donating to promote a second event should contact 

Alana Manrow at the Lighthouse for the blind at 361-883-6553 extension 183 or send 

an email to her at alanam@sotxlighthouse.org. 

C O R P U S  C H R I S T I  P O L I C E  D E M O N S T R A T E  M O T O R C Y C L E  S K I L L S  

B O M B  S Q U A D  H O S T S  B E E P I N G  E G G S T R A V A G A N Z A  
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“Anyone 

interested to help 

or donate to 

promote a second 

event should 

contact Alana 

Manrow at the 

Lighthouse for the 

blind …” 

Sr. Ofcrs. T. Cabello; B. 

Nunez; Lt. I. Soza; & Sr. 

Ofcrs. L. Lopez; and J. Elliott 

competed in the Motorcycle 

Skills Competition in Grand 

Prairie, Texas 

Captain David Cook, Alana 

Manrow, and Jay Sanchez 

(left) Officers 

Alyssa Hernandez 

and Krystal 

Rodriguez were 

among many 

volunteers. 

Officer Hernandez 

has volunteered at 

the Lighthouse for 

the past year. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVkWjZ_20zQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVkWjZ_20zQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVkWjZ_20zQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVkWjZ_20zQ


Yolie Balli wrote on her facebook page, "It came and went.....14 weeks....thanks to 

the ones who supported me along the way. Thanks to Ashley Cuellar, Rene 

Cuellar, Jessica and Jason Rhodes, Kathi Chupe, Sara Elizabeth, Luis Rodriguez, 

Kirk Stowers, Sandra Cantu and Jason Tello for going to the finale. It's not the end 

of the story, but the beginning of a whole new chapter!" 

 We are proud of Yolie for the commitment to healthy living and she is an inspira-

tion to the rest of us. Yolie Balli is a civilian employee of the Corpus Christi Police 

Department who was one of 30 contestants in the HEB SlimDown Show Down. 

Here are a few pictures from the finale in San Antonio. 

Capt. Hollis Bowers of the Corpus Christi Police Investigations Bureau 

testified in Austin April 23rd before the Texas House Committee on Urban 

Affairs on the issue of graffiti. Below is the report prepared by the Texas 

Legislative Service about the hearing, which included several other topics. 

Captain Bowers testified to the cost of cleanup and prevention of graffiti in 

his city. Amongst the similar tactics used by other cities, Captain Bowers 

explained a case in which the city civilly sued a prolific "tagger's" family, as 

the offender was a minor. 

Captain Bowers indicated the City of Corpus Christi cleaned 4,700 sites 

per year. He discussed the graffiti task force and the two abatement trucks 

funded by the Crime Control District. Capt. Bowers discussed the ways 

citizens can report tagging and the demographics of a typical tagger in CC. 

Prosecution is not much of a deterrent, so he discussed the potential of 

using the asset seizure law (personal property such as computers, TVs, etc.) 

as a potential deterrent. During the Q&A, Capt. Bowers was asked about 

fines for tagging. He responded that for juveniles, fines don’t tend to work, 

which is why the City started exploring civil remedies.  

The Committee requested additional suggestions and ideas from law 

enforcement and municipalities to help combat the problem of graffiti.  

FYI – Chairman Abel Herrero’s Criminal Jurisprudence Committee also 

has an interim charge dealing with graffiti and they are likely to have a 

hearing in July. The City can expect to be invited to testify again at that time.  

H E B  S L I M D O W N  S H O W  D O W N  F I N A L E  

C A P T A I N  B O W E R S  T E S T I F I E S  I N  A U S T I N  
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“Captain Bowers indicated the City of 
Corpus Christi cleaned 4,700 sites per 
year. He discussed the graffiti task 
force and the two abatement trucks 
funded by the Crime Control District. “  

Captain Bowers testified in Austin 

about Grafitti April 23rd 

HEB Partner 

Healthy Hero, 

Elizabeth 

Sandoval of 

Corpus Christi 

stands with Yolie. 



In the beginning of March 2014, Officer Braden Tackett #10740 learned about a subject who was possibly 

involved in a number of burglaries on the beat Officer Tackett worked.  With that information, Officer Tackett 

researched the subject and learned his name, physical description, and home address.  The subject lived in the 

neighborhood where the burglaries were occurring. 
Around 12:50 AM, on the morning of March 8th 2014, Officer Tackett parked his police car a few blocks away 

from the subject’s home.  After leaving his police car on foot, he set up surveillance on the home of the possible 

suspect. 
After conducting surveillance for about forty minutes, Officer Tackett observed the suspect walking toward his 

house carrying a leaf blower.  Recognizing the oddity of carrying lawn equipment at 1:30 AM, coupled with his 

suspicion that the suspect was a burglar, Officer Tackett contacted and detained the suspect.  The suspect quickly 

confessed that he had indeed stolen the lawn equipment and was arrested.  After the arrest, the suspect led 

Officer Tackett to the home where the leaf blower was stolen and Tackett returned the property to a victim unaware 

of the crime. 
Detectives were made aware of Officer Tackett’s arrest and subsequently interviewed the suspect who 

confessed to many other burglaries in the neighborhood.  The suspect stated that he was stealing to support his 

drug habit. 
Officer Tackett left the confines of his police car to conduct a field investigation on foot in an effort to curtail 

crime on his beat.  This action displays commitment and enthusiasm to his chosen profession.  Officer Tackett’s 

efforts resulted in an arrest, a safer community, and potential assistance for a drug addict. 
Officer Braden Tackett is commended for his attentiveness, initiative, thorough investigative skills, and 

dedication to duty.  His professionalism speaks well of him and is consistent with the finest traditions of the Corpus 

Christi Police Department. 

Officer Braden Tackett is hereby selected as the Charlie District Officer of the Month for March 2014.  

                                                                        Sincerely, 

                                                                        Charlie District Captain Edward Shannon 

The 2014 Peace Officers Memorial Day Ceremony will be held Monday, May 12, 2014, at 10:30am at the 

Congressman Solomon P. Ortiz International Center Outdoor Pavilion, 402 Harbor Drive. Coinciding with this event, 

I have designated May 12th as Uniform Day; all non uniformed on-duty officers are required to report for duty that 

day in full uniform. Officers attending the ceremony are expected to wear their city issued uniform hat, dress 

trousers, long sleeve shirt and tie.  

It is our duty to honor all local peace officers who have made the ultimate sacrifice to protect the citizens of 

our community. I invite all CCPD employees to take a few minutes of your day to honor the memory of those 

Officers who have given everything to our community. Immediately following the ceremony, the Citizen’s Police 

Academy Alumni and Fraternal Order of Police Barbeque Team will serve a barbeque luncheon in the pavilion area. 

Please join us for food, refreshments, and camaraderie.  

Chief of Police, Floyd Simpson  

T H E  L I N E - U P  

P O L I C E  M E M O R I A L  C E R E M O N Y  &  U N I F O R M  O F  T H E  D A Y  
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“...the Citizen’s 

Police Academy 

Alumni and Fraternal 

Order of Police 

Barbeque Team will 

serve a barbeque 

luncheon …”  



The Corpus Christi Crime Stoppers helped with several 

projects this past month like 

Shattered Dreams (a staged 

DWI crash with student and 

volunteer actors as an 

educational tool) had a town 

hall meeting, and had 

students advertise the 

campaign against underage 

consumption of alcohol. We 

got 55 tips for minors 

consuming during March 

2014! Thank you for all the 

enforcement during Spring 

Break! We all want to keep 

kids as safe as possible. 

Gina Sanchez of the Building Maintenance 

pointed out  a new water fountain on the second 

floor which is designed to fill water bottles. The old 

fountain broke which provided the perfect 

opportunity to replace the machine for the new 

and more convenient model. This is located 

outside the gym on the second floor for easy 

access for those who exercise. This machine was 

no additional expense to the Department. 

C R E W S  I N S T A L L  N E W  W A T E R  F O U N T A I N  T O  F I L L  B O T T L E S  N E A R  G Y M  
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Eddie G. VonHatten retired from the Corpus Christi Police 

Department in 1991. E.G. VonHatten visited 

Headquarters in March 2014 and brought his Police 

Academy graduation picture. VonHatten graduated in the 

6th Session of the Corpus Christi Police Academy in 

September of 1963. VonHatten brought several 

photographs and shared memories of his great career in 

the Corpus Christi Police Department.  

W H A T ’ S  T H E I R  1 0 - 2 0 ?  

Coastal Bend Youth Alcohol Awareness Coalition 

At Shattered Dreams April 11, 2014 

Click Here to view 

the video! 

Town Hall Meeting April 29 

At King High School 

Captain Mike Alanis 

(above right) is 

training at the FBI 

National Academy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1QQQMugenc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1QQQMugenc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1QQQMugenc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1QQQMugenc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBPbaNPxs0M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBPbaNPxs0M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1QQQMugenc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1QQQMugenc


OFF DUTY 

CORPUS CHRISTI POLICE DEPARTMENT  

News Beat is a publication from the Corpus 

Christi Police Public Information Office. 

Submissions and comments may be sent to 

PDPIO@cctexas.com. 

Public Information Staff are: 

Captain Mike Alanis-(361) 886-2767 

Senior Officer Marc Harrod-(361) 886-2776 

Senior Officer Travis Pace-(361) 886-2777 

Senior Officer Kirk Stowers-(361) 886-2775 

Lieutenant James 

McCarty assumes 

the duties while 

Captain Alanis is 

at the FBI 

Academy. 

Travis Pace (left) congratulates Marc 

Harrod on his transfer to the Public 

Information Office! Marc begins his 

PIO duties on May 5. Jeremy 

Guerrero takes Marc’s place as the 

DWI Investigator in Traffic. 

Officer Ruben Ramirez 

spent his time off duty on 

May 4th by participating in 

a Star Wars trivia match. 

Ruben enjoys the Star 

Wars films and collects 

merchandise. Star Wars 

fans have designated May 

4 as “May the Fourth Be 

With You” day. A crowd of 

fans gathered in 

Downtown Corpus Christi for an eight round team trivia challenge to 

compete for a cash purse.  Ruben wore a Darth Vader mask with his 

Police Uniform which was posted on the Police social media sites. 

http://bit.ly/1m4eX0z

