
In the first quarter of this 
year besides statistically average 
homicide and fatality rates we 
have had a pursuit of a 
carjacking suspect that resulted 
in a shootout with police and a 
tragic event in which two of our 
officers were shot by a 
suspicious subject. Thankfully 
all the officers involved in these 
encounters survived. The 
outpouring of support for these 
officers from the department 
and the community was 
overwhelming.   

These events remind us of 
the perils of our career and also 
remind us that we are not a 
sleepy coastal town. We live in a 
great area and community but 
can never let our guard down. I 

want to commend every 
officer, dispatcher and 
employee of the department 
for their response to each of 
these situations.  

I also wish to thank 
everyone for their day to day 

efforts to keep our 
community safe. Our DWI 
arrests are up and violent 
crime is down. The 
department motorcycles are 
in and the new motorcycle 
officers have been trained. 
Our 25 new rookies hit the 
street this last month as well. 

Easter is fast 
approaching. I wish you all a 
happy Easter. For those that 
are off enjoy your family and 
your blessings. For those that 
must work remember you are 
appreciated for your sacrifice. 
Happy Easter to all and be 
safe. 

Chief of Police, 

Floyd Simpson 
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The Corpus Christi Police Bomb Squad teamed up with the 
South Texas Lighthouse for the Blind and the Texas Department of 
Assistive and Rehabilitative Services to host an egg hunt for visually 
impaired children. The idea was brought forward by Bomb Tech, 
Bernie Moss, to build beeping eggs for the children to find. Others 
quickly jumped in to help.  

Donors brought the resources 
needed for the event. Kids will find 
eggs and exchange them for baskets of 
goods. The Beeping Eggstravaganza 
for the Blind will be held April 13, at 
Buc Stadium from 1-5pm.   
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Be On the Look Out: 

Caught In 

The Act 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bz6QcvEdaJg


Metrocom joined together to send wishes to 7 year old Tyler Seddon-Jones for his 
birthday March 6. Tyler lives in Pascoag, Rhode Island and he was diagnosed with 
Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia. Tyler was first diagnosed at the age of 3 and is now in 
his second battle with the condition. Tyler underwent over 45 surgeries and is in need of 
a bone marrow transplant. The chemotherapy is not decreasing the amount of cancer 
cells in his body and the caring staff of the Corpus Christi Police Department signed 
cards and sent small gifts to elevate Tyler’s spirit and help comfort his family.  

The Corpus Christi Police Hostage Negotiation Team went to Georgetown the last week of February for training. The 
new members of the team 
were instructed by Jack 
Cambria, the commanding 
officer of the New York City 
Police Department’s 
Hostage Negotiation Team. 
Pictured are: (left to right) 
Trenade Bean, Emily Perez, 
Lieutenant Jack Cambria, 
Rene Solis, Gabriel Garcia, 
and Adrian Dominguez.  

Metrocom Recognizes 13-year-old Boy Who Called 911 

The Corpus Christi Metrocom (dispatchers for the Corpus Christi Police & Fire Departments) recognized Jeremiah 
Ramirez at the Bishop Garriga Prepatory School for his role as a 911 Hero. Jeremiah saw six year old Gregorio Martinez as 
he was injured in a vehicle crash on February 15, 2014 on Devon Street. Jeremiah told his mother to stop the car and 
Jeremiah called 911 to summon help. 

Greg did not survive his injuries and Jeremiah had a fundraiser at 
school for Greg's family. Jeremiah presented the funds raised to the 
family and met the family for the first time. 

In the top left image of this picture, Assistant Chief Mark Schauer 
presented Jeremiah with a certificate. In the top right image, Jeremiah 
stands with (from left to right) the priest of the school, Greg's mother 
Monica Martinez, Greg's grandmother, Monica Martinez, and principal 
Judith Priest. The middle image Jeremiah presented Greg's family with 
a card from the school to offer comfort. The family are (from left to 
right) D'Andra, Mrs. Monica Martinez, Diego, and Brittany. Jeremiah 
stands in the lower right image with Robert Gomez who accepted the 
911 call from Jeremiah and Dispatch supervisor, Deborah Landman-
Merlo, Jeremiah's mother hugs Jeremiah in the lower left image. A 
proud mom and a proud community praise Jeremiah for his effort to 
appropriately call for emergency services.  

The Corpus Christi Police Department and Metrocom recognized 
Jeremiah as a good example of why children are taught to call 911. 
Jeremiah communicated effectively and clearly to the call taker and is a 
911 Hero in Corpus Christi.  

Hostage Negotiation Team Gets Quality Training 

Tyler Gets Birthday Wishes from Corpus Christi Police 
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Chief of Police, Floyd Simpson, hosted an awards ceremony at 
the American Bank Center on Friday, February 28, 2014, to 
recognize the accomplishments of the Department staff over 
the year in 2013. 

Congratulations to: 

 Lt. James McCarty-Certificate of Appreciation 

 Gang Unit-Certificate of Merit 

 Internet Crimes Against Children Unit-Certificate of Merit 

 Narcotics/Vice Investigations Unit-Certificate of Merit 

 Traffic Unit-Certificate of Merit 

 Internal Affairs Division-Certificate of Merit 

 Senior Officer Adam Thurman-Life Saving Ribbon 

 Senior Officer Michael Garcia-Life Saving Ribbon 

 Senior Officer Denise Pace-Life Saving Ribbon 

 Senior Officer Edward Kearney-:Life Saving Ribbon 

 Senior Officer Karl Knapick-Life Saving Ribbon 

 Scott Harrington-Life Saving Award 

 Officer Andrew Carrizales-Volunteer of the Year 

 Senior Officer Lee Galloway-Investigator of the Year 

 Lieutenant Kelly Isaacks-Supervisor of the Year 

 Mrs. Laura Munoz-Employee of the Year 

 Senior Officer Karl Wright-Officer of the Year 

Chief Hosts Awards Ceremony for Outstanding Performance 
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On Tuesday March 25th the Corpus Christi Police Department recognized 5 volunteer organizations and 20 individual 
volunteers for the time and contributions they each provided to CCPD. Each was distinguished with one of 3 different levels 
of the Presidents Volunteer Service Award which was based upon the number of hours accumulated within the 12 months of 
2013. 

 The Group “Silver” award was presented to the Citizens Police Academy Alumni (CPAA)for having 88 members 
achieving 730.45 hours 

Group “Gold” awards were presented to the CCPD Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) for having 11 members 
accumulate 1,542 hours, Law Enforcement Explorer Post 133 for their 71 members achieving 2,094.5 hours, CCPD Reserve 
Officers for the 9 members having achieved 3,040.12 hours and the CCPD Police Athletic League (PAL) for their 68 
member team accumulating 3,341 hours. 

Individual “Bronze” awards were presented to Police Explorers Cydni Cochran (102.5 hours), Diana Ramirez (108.5 
hours), and Justin Zuniga (119.5 hours), RSVP member Olivia Dingus (113.5 hours), CPAA members Marla Householder 
(165.3 hours), Bill Shelton (170 hours), Reserve Officers Johnny Lopez (176 hours), Dan Roberts (197 hours), and Volunteer 
in Police Service (VIPS) member Yunjoon Kim (224.33 hours). 

Individual “Silver” awards were presented to CPAA member Jean Wink 
(286.5 hours), RSVP members Diana Perez (311 hours), Jesus Fuentes (367 
hours), Reserve Officers LT Kenneth Smith (347 hours), Gary Heinrich (355.5 
hours), Dale Langley (470.5 hours), CPAA member James Hoffman (444.3 
hours). 

Individual “Gold” awards were presented to RSVP member Delfina 
Benavides (587.3 hours), Reserve Officers Andrew Carrizales (673 hours), Jimmy 
Didear (771 hours), and CPAA member Wayne Bortner (722.45 hours). 

These awardees accumulated 10,730.33 hours of volunteer time serving the 
Corpus Christi Police Department, a tremendous contribution to the community. 

Volunteers Honored in Awards Ceremony 



Cub Scouts from Pack 225 and 
from Pack 162 came to the Corpus 
Christi Police Department Head 
Quarters building during their Spring 
Break to tour the facility. Crime 
Prevention Advisors, Cliff Bost and 
Jonie Patitta, showed the Scouts 
around the building and introduced 
them to the employees. 

Yolie Balli Participates in the HEB Slim Down Show Down 

Our first "Coffee with a Cop" for 2014 was Saturday, March 29 at the McDonald’s at 11202 Leopard. Everyone was 
invited to come out and meet the Officers who work in Annaville. Chief Simpson was there to chat about issues in the area 
and even served the customers. 

The Corpus Christi Police Department would like to thank everyone who came to visit with officers during Coffee With 
A Cop. 

Coffee With A Cop 

Scouts visit the Corpus Christi Police Department 

Page 4 NEWS BEAT  

Yolie Balli had her second organized group 
fitness event at the First Methodist Church on 
March 15th. Yolie is one of 30 people in the 
HEB Slim Down Showdown and she is 
promoting healthy living in Corpus Christi. Yolie 
is a civilian staff member of the Corpus Christi 
Police Department and we are proud of her 
commitment to healthy living! 
 Yolie will be part of the grand finale of the Slim 
Down Showdown at the Gonzalez Convention 
Center in San Antonio, Texas on April 12 at 
1pm. We will be there to cheer her on wearing 
teal. Good Luck Yolie! 

Part of Yolie’s support at CCPD are: 
(left to right) Debra Garcia; Sarah 
Deleon; Yolie Balli; and Sandra Cantu 

Yolie Balli points to her picture on 
Page 8 in the March edition of the 
HEB magazine “My Texas Life.” 

New Bikes and New Motorcycle Officers take to the Streets 

The Corpus Christi Police 
Department received the first six 
city owned motorcycles earlier 
this year. Newly appointed motor 
officers went through 80 hours of 
tough Police Motorcycle training 
and were certified by Chief 
Simpson on April 3rd.  

Pictured above are: Chief Floyd Simpson; 
instructor John Elliot; John Lay; Kevin Quesada; 

Rene Solis; and instructor Tommy Cabello. 



City Employees Take a Motorcycle Run 
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Happy Tail Feathers! 

City Manager Ron Olson and Chief of Police Floyd 
Simpson led the 100 mile Motorcycle Run on Saturday, 
March 22, 2014 which ended at Brewster’s Street Icehouse. 

While a citizen was visiting the 'Duck Pond' aka Lake View Park 
on Holly, she saw a duck being attacked by a dog. She was able to get 
the duck and contacted ACS. When ACO's arrived the duck had some 
ruffled feathers but appeared healthy. Once in the custody of the 
ACO's, The Sea Lab for the Texas State Aquarium was contacted and 
the duck was transferred over to them. The ACO's were initially 
concerned because the duck appeared to have no eyes, but the staff at 
the Sea Lab said they are just infected. They hope to rehabilitate the 
duck. Good luck Ninja! (named so for her feisty demeanor) Thanks to 
a good humanitarian, this lucky duck gets a second shot at life!  

-Christina 

On January 1st, 2014, Corpus Christi Animal Care Services & Vector 
Control announced a logo contest to kick-off the changes of Animal Care 
Services and new mission for 2014. With 50 submissions, which were all 
unique and artful, one submission captured the NEW Animal Care Services 
perfectly. 

Miguel Quintanilla of Corpus Christi created the winning logo that will be 
officially unveiled on 03/06/2014 at 1:00pm at 2626 Holly Rd. A brief 
ceremony was held today, to congratulate Mr.Quintanilla and introduce his 
creativity to the community. After being presented the award, he signed the 
logo banner displayed at Animal Care Services. 

Animal Care Services Announces Logo Contest Winner 

Animal Care Program Manager, Heather 
Hedrick (right) awards Miguel Quintanilla for 
wining the Animal Care Services Logo contest 

There were 150 people from the community who gathered at 
the Fanin Elementary on February 19, 2014 for the town hall 
meeting hosted by the Corpus Christi Police Department to 
address the fear of crime in the central part of Corpus Christi. 
Investigators and patrol officers spoke and answered questions 
from those who live in the central part of the city in response to 
the capital murder case on Cheryl Drive. Log in to Livestream to 
watch the meeting online. All the town hall meetings are 
broadcast live on Livestream by the Public Information Office 
and then archived to be viewed later on the same site. 

Police Host Town Hall Meeting At Fanin Elementary 

Mayor Nelda Martinez addressed the crowd at Fanin 
Elementary in the pictures above. CCPD captured two men 
responsible for the deaths of two children on Cheryl Drive 



The Line Up 

Charlie District Officer of the Month March 2014 
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Officers of the Month for February 2014: 

On February 23rd, 2014, Senior Officer Tim White #1925 and Senior Officer Daryl Anderson #8407 were dispatched 
to a south side Pawn Shop after receiving a call for a suspicious male pawning items using someone else’s ID card.  When the 
officers walked into the shop, the male subject quickly exited.  The officers followed, ordering him to stop, but he quickened 
his pace, made his way to his vehicle, and got in.  The officers quickly went to the vehicle, opened the door, and removed the 
man arresting him for evading detention. 

As Officers White and Anderson searched the man, they found many other identification cards in his possession.  The 
officers cross-checked the names on the ID cards through the police crime database.  The officers discovered the man they 
arrested possessed ID cards from three local auto burglary victims.  They also found gloves and a tool to break car windows 
in the man’s vehicle.  Additionally, the officers found a loaded 9mm handgun in the man’s vehicle, illegal because the man 
was a convicted felon. 

Officers White and Anderson arrested an armed felon who not only fraudulently possessed other people’s state 
identification cards, he also possessed tools to commit crimes.  Through their thorough follow-up investigation, they were 
also able to additionally charge this man with three auto burglaries.  Detectives have stated that this man may be responsible 
for many other local auto burglaries. 

Senior Officers Tim White and Daryl Anderson are commended for their attentiveness, initiative, thorough investigative 
skills, and their dedication to duty.  Their professionalism speaks well of them and is consistent with the finest traditions of 
the Corpus Christi Police Department. 

Senior Officer Tim White and Senior Officer Daryl Anderson are both hereby selected as the Charlie District Officer of 
the Month for February 2014. 

                                                                        Sincerely, 

                                                                        Charlie District Captain Edward Shannon 

In the beginning of March 2014, Officer Braden Tackett #10740 learned about a subject who was possibly involved in a 
number of burglaries on the beat Officer Tackett worked.  With that information, Officer Tackett researched the subject and 
learned his name, physical description, and home address.  The subject lived in the neighborhood where the burglaries were 
occurring. 

Around 12:50 AM, on the morning of March 8th 2014, Officer Tackett parked his police car a few blocks away from the 
subject’s home.  After leaving his police car on foot, he set up surveillance on the home of the possible suspect. 

After conducting surveillance for about forty minutes, Officer Tackett observed the suspect walking toward his house 
carrying a leaf blower.  Recognizing the oddity of carrying lawn equipment at 1:30 AM, coupled with his suspicion that the 
suspect was a burglar, Officer Tackett contacted and detained the suspect.  The suspect quickly confessed that he had indeed 
stolen the lawn equipment and was arrested.  After the arrest, the suspect led Officer Tackett to the home where the leaf 
blower was stolen and Tackett returned the property to a victim unaware of the crime. 

Detectives were made aware of Officer Tackett’s arrest and subsequently interviewed the suspect who confessed to 
many other burglaries in the neighborhood.  The suspect stated that he was stealing to support his drug habit. 

Officer Tackett left the confines of his police car to conduct a field investigation on foot in an effort to curtail crime on 
his beat.  This action displays commitment and enthusiasm to his chosen profession.  Officer Tackett’s efforts resulted in an 
arrest, a safer community, and potential assistance for a drug addict. 

Officer Braden Tackett is commended for his attentiveness, initiative, thorough investigative skills, and dedication to 
duty.  His professionalism speaks well of him and is consistent with the finest traditions of the Corpus Christi Police 
Department. 

Officer Braden Tackett is hereby selected as the Charlie District Officer of the Month for March 2014.  

 

 

                                                                        Sincerely, 

                                                                        Charlie District Captain Edward Shannon 



Chief Simpson Promotes Officers 
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Be On the Look Out for the 72nd 

The Corpus Christi Chief of Police, 
Floyd Simpson promoted Mark 
Gutierrez to the rank of Commander 
today in a ceremony at Police 
Headquarters. Commander Gutierrez 
had his badge pinned onto his uniform 
by his son, Gabriel Gutierrez, who is 
also a Corpus Christi Police Officer and 
is out of the 70th Session of the Corpus 
Christi Police Academy. Chief Simpson 
pinned on the Commander rank and 
announced Commander Gutierrez will 
be the patrol commander over the south 
side of Corpus Christi effective Monday, 
March 24, 2014. Commander Gutierrez 
began his career on the Corpus Christi Police Department January 13, 1992. 
Congratulations, Commander Mark Gutierrez. 

Congratulations to Andres Lopez! He was 
promoted to the rank of Senior Officer in 

a ceremony at the Police Headquarters 

The 72nd Session of 

the Corpus Christi 

Police Academy 

graduated today and the 

Cadets are now Police 

Officers! The Session 

was 27 weeks long and 

concluded with a 

ceremony at 

Richardson 

Auditorium. The family 

and friends celebrate 

today that their loved 

one begins a new career 

in law enforcement. 

It's the ultimate tug of war challenge... and a GREAT team-building event! Gather a 

team of 10 and join in the Corpus Christi Fire Truck Pull Challenge. Your team will 

play "tug of war" with a 55,000-lb fire truck on June 14. The teams with the Fastest 

Team Pull will be named the 2014 Fire Truck Pull Challenge Champions! 

 Registration fee is $300 per team of 10 or $30 per person. Deadline is June 11, 2014, 

walk-ups welcomed. Saturday June 14, 2014  La Palmera  5488 S. Padre Island Drive 

 Corpus Christi, TX 78411 

  10:00 a.m. - 

First Pull 

 •Teams MUST 

consist of exactly 

10 people  

Contact: Alice 

Fulton-Garza 

361.857.5679 

Chief Simpson announced the CCPD has the 
highest quantity of women on staff than ever before! 



 

News Beat is a publication from 
the Corpus Christi Police Public 
Information Office. Submissions 
and comments may be sent to 
PDPIO@cctexas.com. 

Public Information Staff are: 

Captain Mike Alanis- 

(361) 886-2767 

Senior Officer Travis Pace- 

(361) 886-2777 

Senior Officer Kirk Stowers- 

(361) 886-2775 

Off Duty 

The Public Information Office 
Welcomes Lieutenant James McCarty. 
Lt. McCarty assumes the duties while 
Captain Alanis is at the FBI Academy. 

Kirk Stowers and Crime Stoppers Chair, 
Audrey Vicknair, hosted the quarterly Public 
Information Officer’s meeting for the PIO’s in 
organizations throughout the local region. 

(left) Kirk Stowers and Senior Officer Javier 
Cantu took students from five Corpus Christi 
High Schools to the Crime Stoppers 
Conference in Fort Worth in February. The 
students were unfamiliar with Crime Stoppers 
and the purpose of the trip was to educate the 
students about the organization. Be sure to ask 
Javier Cantu how the trip went! The next trip 
is February 2015. Contact Kirk for more info. 

The Police & Fire 
Departments did 

another Tip-A-Cop 
event to raise money 
for the South Texas 
Special Olympics. 

Thank you to all who 
helped support 

Special Olympians! 
Captain Mike Alanis sold Torch 
Run shirts for Spec Olympics. 

Crime Stoppers publishes at least one commercial per week to capture criminals. 
The program is operated by community volunteers and provides rewards from 
donations. Some of the crimes featured are: (top l to r) Duhart murder (solved); 
Woman stole from 20 mall kiosks (solved); Top 10 most wanted fugitives in Nueces 
County; a volunteer helps Kirk film a segment; and Moody High School students 
delivered the message to call in underage drinking violations during Spring Break. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RW5iVaMsdE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RW5iVaMsdE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IjVAR2Thooc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TKUwh9NaqqM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uvtAsnZnE0o
http://bit.ly/1m4eX0z
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QTp_Ex1CTc0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RW5iVaMsdE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8r8EZCz30k

