
AN ORDINANCE

AENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES CITY OF CORPUS
CHRISTi CHAPTER 17 REGARDING HOTEL OCCUPANCY
TAKATION PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES PROVIDING FOR
SEVERANCE AND PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION

SCTIQN 1 The City Code of Ordinances Chapter 17 Article II Taxation Sections
1735 through 742 regarding collection of hotel occupancy taxes is amended to
read asfllows

SRc1735 Room occupancy taxDefinitions

As used in sections 136through 1740 the following words terms and phrases
are defined as follows

Corsideration The cost of the room in a hotel only if the room is one ordinarily used
for leeping and shall not include the cost of any food served or personal services
rerlered to the occupant of such room not related to the cleaning and readying of
such room for accupancy

Foo Primary documentation produced by a hotel that demonstrates interaction
beeen the lodqinq provider and the occupant and which at a minimum reflects
th name and address iven by the occupant the datesof occupancy the amount
afonsiration charqed for each date toqether with the amounts of applicable tax

HolA building in which members of the public obtain sleeping accommodations
for onsideration The term includes a hotel motel tourist home tourist house
tourist caurt lodging house inn rooming house or bed and breakfast The term
do not include

1 A hospitai sanitarium rnursing home or

t2 A dormitory or other housing facility owned or leased and operated by an

insrtution of higher education or a private ar independent institution of higher
education as those terms are defined by Section 61003 Education Code used by
the institution for the purpose of providing sleeping accommodations for persons
engaged in an educatonal program or activity at the institution

LocinProvider Any person owning operatinq manaqinq or controlling a hotel in
thecitvicludinq but not limited to the owner or proprietor of such premises
lesee ublessee lender in possession licensee or any other person operatinq
suc hot1 and who is subject to collectinq and remittinq the tax imposed upon

u ts

Monthly period The regutar calendar month of the year
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accupancy Shall mean the use or possession or the right to the use or possession
of any room in a hotei if the room is one ordinarily used for sleeping and if the
occupants use possession or right to use or possession extends for a period of less
than hirty 30 days

Ucupant or uest Anyone who for a consideration uses possesses or has a

right ta use or possess any room or rooms of sleeping space or facility in a hotel
nder any lease concession permit right of access license contract or agreement

Person Any individual company corporation or association owning operating
managing or controlling any hotel

Tax assssor and collector The tax assessor and collector of this city

Sec1736 SameLevy of taxes rates reqistration exceptions

a There is hereby imposed as authonzed by and for the purposes provided in
Glpter 51 Texas Tax Code a tax of nine 9 per cent of the price paid for a room
in a hotel on a person who under a lease concession permit right of access
license contract or agreement pays for the use or possession or for the right to the
use or possession of a room that is in a hotel costs two dollars200 or more each
day and is ordinarily sed for sleeping

b Everv person enqaqinq or about to enqage in business as a lodqing provider in
th city shall immediately reqister with the finance director on a form provided bv
sa offiMal Persons enqaqed in such business must so reqister not later than
thtv 30 davs after the date that this ordinance becomes effective Such
reistration shall set forth the name under which such person transacts business or
ntnds to transact business the location of his placesof business and such other
infarmatarnwhich wauld facilitate the administration of the tax as prescribed by the
finnce director The reqistration shall be siqned bv the owner if a natural person in
caeof pwnership by an association or partnership by a member or partner in case
of wnership b a corporation by an officer The finance director shall after such
recstration issue without charqe a certificate of authority to each lodginq proider to
coect the tax from the occupant A separate registration shall be required for each
place of business of a lodqinq provider Each certificate shall state the name and
focation o the business to which it is applicable

c Exceptions
to x are as follows

1No tax shall be collected from a guest after becominq a permanent resident A
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qst becomes a permanent resident either after thirty 30 continuous days
ouparcy or upon natifyinq the lodqing provider in writing of his intention to occupy
auest room for lonqer than thirtv 30 continuous days and then proceeding to
acally occupy the quest room for such period A guest who would express intent
but fails to stav thirtv f30 continuous days is not a permanent resident and is not
exepted from the tax However a quest who expresses intent and does stay is
exepted from the tax as of the date he notified the lodginq provider of his intention
A bdqinq provider m levy the tax for the first thirtv 30 days and refund tax if
qustmets the criteria for a permanent resident

2 No tax shall be collected from the U S federal government nor an officer or

errloyee of said qovernment when travelinq on government business and
prentin official identification

3 No ax shall be collected from the foliowinq Texas quasigovernmental entities
no an cer or emplovee of anv thereof when traveling on business and presentinq
offial identification public facilitv corporations housinq authorities housinq finance
cooratons and health facilities development corporations

4 Notx shall be colkected from electric cooperatives formed under Chapter 161 of
th TexasUtilities Code nor telephone cooperatives formed under Chapter 162 nor
an fficer or emplo rLee of either thereof when travelinq on business and presenting
official identification

i5 Generallv empOVees of State governmental aqencies must pay the tax
hoirever no tax shall be collected from a State of Texas sofficials or
errlplov such as eads of State aqencies members of State boards and
co mis ns district ttorne s State ud es District Courts Courts of A eals
Co rt of Criminal Ateals and Sunreme Court State leaislators leaislative

Cancil when travelina on State business when presentinq a photo identification
carissdbv a State agencv verifving the identitv that specificallv states thev are

6 No tax shall be collected from a forei n di lomat when resentin a tax
exnptian card issued by theUnited States Department of State

Sec1737 SameCollection

Every I lod in
r ider shatl collect the tax imposed in section 1736 hereof for the city The

1ockinqpovider shall provide a receipt to each guest which receipt shall reflect both
themount of consideration and the amounts of this and other tax applicable In lieu
of recetfor a room that is prepaid through a third partv booking entitv the lodging
pravider shall include in its monthly report the amount of consideration actually



reeived Y the hotel and applicable tax due All tax shall be due from the guest
ar shs11 be collected bv the lodqing provider at the same time that the
cosidertion is colleced The lodginq provider shall be liable for anv amount of tax
th hefils to collect apqropriatelv on revenue that is actuallv received bv the hotel
an mus remit to the citv any amount of tax collected in excess of that which should
hare bencollected

b Lodqinq providersllinq or quittinq business If any lodqinq provider liable for any
arrpunt under this ordnance sells his business or quits his business he shall make

afnalrturn and remittance of taxes due within fifteen 15 davs after the date of
nq or quittinq the business

c Dutv of successors or assignees of lodginq provider to withhold tax from
pucchase money If anv lodqinq provider liable for any amount of tax interest or

pealty under this ordinance sells out his business or quits the business his
sutess4rs or assigns shall withhold sufficiently from the purchase price to cover

su arrount until the former owner produces from the finance director either a

reaeipt rtflectin full payment or a certificate stating that no amount is due

d Liabilifir for failure to withhold If the purchaser of a business fails to withhold from
th purchase price as required he shall be personallv liable for the payment of the
arrtount required to be withheld by him to the extent of the purchase price

e Credtfor tax or penaltv overpaid If the lodginq provider or person determines
ha he itas overpaid hotel tax or penalty to the City such person shall have four 4
yes from the date of payment to file a claim in writinq stating the specific qround
upcnwhch the claim is founded The claimant mav request a hearing before the
CitirMaraper or desiqnee at which the claim and anv other information available will
be onsered The Citv Manaecror desiqnee shall approve or disapprove the claim
and notify the claimant of his action

Sarc1738 SameReports

On or before the last day of the month following each monthly period every person
ecired in section 17 37 hereof to collect the tax imposed herein shall file a report
witl the fnance department showing the consideration paid for all room or sleeping
spce occupancies in the preceding month the amount of tax collected on such
occupanetes number of room nights available during the reporting period number of
room nightseoccupied during the reporting period and any other information
as he finance department may reasonably require which report shall be in writing
Such persons shall pay the tax due on such occupancies at the time of filing of such
rert provided that a one per cent discount may be retained for payment

made before the due date Reports must be postmarked or

ecived by the last dav of the month followin the re ortin eriod to be timel

Seac1739 SameProcedures
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a The finance department shali adopt procedures rules and regulations as are

reasonably necessary to effectively collect the tax levied herein and shall upon
request of any person owning operating managing or controlling any hotel furnish
a copy o such procedures rules and regulations for the guidance of such person
and facilitate the collection of such tax as a collection is required herein Such

prccedures rules and regulations shall be in writing and a copy thereof shall be
pled an file with the city secretary ThfNfmonhheoro
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bZ Recards required from lodqinq providers Everv lodqinq provider offerinq guest
rocns in the citv shall preserve for a minimum of four 4 years all folios receipts
iteized statements from third party bookinq entities certificates of exemption and
suh ottrdocuments as the finance director mav prescribe and in such form as he
orshe mav require Said records shall at all times be available with reasonable
noe for examination within the cit

c Exarraination of records audits The finance director or anv person authorized in
wrinq by her or him mav examine the books qapers records financial reports
eqtapment and other facilities of anv lodqing provider offerinq quest rooms and any
ocmq provider liable for the tax in order to verifv the accuracy of anv return made
or if no return is made bv the lodqinq provider to ascertain and determine the
apunt required to be paid Such examination shall be conducted with reasonable
no e at the place of lodqinq provision unless the finance director shall authorize
anther place within the city In the event that the tax has been delinquent for at
iet 2 complete fiscal quarters the reasonable cost of the examination mav be
asssed aqainst the lodginq rovider

da Authoritv to require reports contents In administration of the provisions of this
orcnanc the finance director may require the filinq of reports bv any person or

cls of persons having in their possession or custody information relatinq to the
ust rooms which are subject to the tax The reports shall be filed with the finance
dirctor when required by said official and shall set forth the consideration for each
octrpancy the dates of occupancyhe basis for exemption or such other
infcrmation as the financedirector mav prescribe

Sac 1740 SamePenalties

4a3 f the person who is required to pay the tax imposed by sections 1735
thrrugh 1739fails to collect such tax file a report or does not pay the tax when it is
du the person shall pay to the city a penalty of fifteen 15 per cent of the
arrount due
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Sc1741 SameerReserved

0

SBC 1742 SameCriminal penalty

a A person commits an offense if the person fails to file a report with the finance
department collect a tax for the city or pay a tax to the finance department as the
peson is required to do by sections 1735 through 1739 or fails to follow any
prcedure rule or regulation promulgated by authority of section 1739

b An offense under this section is a misdemeanor punishable by fine as

prcrvvided in section 16of the Corpus Christi City Code

SECTIO 2 If for any reason any section paragraph subdivision clause phrase
wod or provision of this ordinance shall be held invalid or unconstitutional by final
jumen of a court of competent jurisdiction it shall not affect any other section
paagraph subdivision clause phrase word or provision of this ordinance for it is
the definite intent of this City Council that every section paragraph subdivision
clause phrase word rprovision of this ordinance be given full force and effect for
its purpose

STION 3 A violation of ths ordinance or requirements implemented hereunder
shall constitute an offense punishable as provided in Section 16 of the City Code of
Ordinances

STION 4 Publication shail be made in the official publication of the City of

Ccpus Christi as required by the City Charter of the City of Corpus Christi

SECTIO15 Thfs Ordinance takes effect an July 1 2007
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That the foregoinginance s read for the first time and passed to its second
readig on this the day of 2007 by the fotlowing vote

Henry Garrett Bill Kelly

Brent Chesney Rex A Kinnison

John E Marez Jesse Noyola

Melocfy Cooper Mark Scott

4Jerry Garcia r

That ie faegoing o inance was read for the second time and passed finally on this
the day of 2007 by the following vote

Henry Garrett

Brent Chesney

John Marez

MelocyCooper

Jerry arcia
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JD PASSED on this

Bill Kelly

Rex A Kinnison

Jesse Noyola

Mark Scott 1

day of tt 2007

f

Armartdo Chapa City ecretary

Approved
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isa Auiar EFFECTIVE DATE
Assistnt Crty Attorney r rlfor City Attorney

He ry Garrett ayor
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NOTICE OFpqgA
OFORDiNANCE NO

027265

Amending the Caie ot
Ordinances City of
Corpus Christi
Chapter 77 regarding
hotel occupancy
taxatian providiny for
penatties providing for
publication This
ordinance was passed
and approved by the
Gity Counclof th City
ot Corpus Ghrti on

May 75 2p07 This
rdinance takes effect
nJuly 1 2pp7

sJ Artnando Gtapa
City Secretary

ity of Corous Christi


